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INTRODUCTION
Coroner System as we know it today originated in the medieval England in 1194 as a Royal Office to protect the Crown’s financial interests and evolved into a judicial and investigative role for sudden and unnatural deaths. At its beginning, it was known as the “keepers of the pleas of the Crown” from which we now have the term “Coroner” today.
As said earlier, it was established with the task of protecting the financial interest of the King, which includes collecting fines, documenting treasure troves and overseeing the forfeiture of Estates in cases of murder or suicide. They also investigate sudden or unexplained deaths, which is the only role retained by Coroners in our present era.


Coroner’s role today is now limited to investigating the circumstances and medical causes of sudden, violent or unnatural deaths. While the primary fiscal duties were taken away due to the public outcry over the epidemics and inadequate death recordings that birth the reforms of the 19th Century and the enactment of the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1836 as well as the formation of the Coroners’ Society of England and Wales in 1836. Again, in 1887 the fiscal duties of the Coroner were further reduced and limited to “investigative and judicial functions alone.
The Coroner’s System was introduced in Nigeria in 1944 under the Colonial Era by the European-Colonizers and was made applicable to the deaths of the Colonialists only. However, due to the agitations at the time against the discriminatory Law, an amendment was made in 1958 which now accommodated both the deaths of “natives and non-natives”. This means that Inquest can now be conducted on the sudden, violent and unnatural deaths of both the Colonialists and the Natives accordingly. Magistrates were mandated to carry out Inquest into such deaths under the Coroner Act, 1958.
The Coroner’s System has undergone different stages in all the States of Nigeria since then in different ways, especially in Lagos States and many other States patterned their Coroner’s System Laws similar to the model set in the Lagos State Coroner’s System Law. In Lagos State, we have the Coroner’s System Law, Cap. C15, 2015 (hereinafter referred to as “the Law”).

WHO IS A CORONER?
A Coroner is an independent Judicial Officer or Government Official responsible for investigating deaths that are unnatural, sudden, violent, unexplained, or occurred when a person was in detention of the Police, EFCC, ICPC or any other Law Enforcement Agency.
A Coroner is a Government or Judicial Official who is empowered to conduct or order an Inquest into the manner or cause of death.
A Coroner’s career is found within the legal and judicial system and involves working closely with the Police, Forensic Experts, Medical Practitioners, Legal Practitioners and Government Agencies. Coroners work independently and should apply the Law impartially.
The Lagos State Law, defines a Coroner in S. 52 of the Law to be, “a Magistrate or any other person appointed under this Law to inquire by way of Inquest into the cause of death.”






WHO APPOINTS A CORONER? 
Coroners are typically legally qualified persons and are appointed through the Court system.
1. In S. 4, the Lagos Law, the Chief Judge designates a Magistrate not below Grade 1 to be a Coroner in each Coroner district. The Chief Judge can also appoint any other fit person who is a Legal Practitioner of not less than five (5) years of post -qualification experience to perform the functions of a Coroner. This what is replicated in other States like Anambra, Ondo States etc., where the Chief Judges designate a Magistrate (not below Grade 1) to act as a Coroner for each Coroner district as well as appoint other fit person who are qualified legal practitioners with a specific number of years of post-qualification experience to be Coroner.


WHAT IS THE QUALIFICATION OF A CORONER? 
Coroners are typically legally qualified persons and are appointed through the Court system. As seen in the Laws of different States mentioned above like Lagos, Anambra and other States, the qualification for a Coroner is to be a Magistrate, not below Grade 1 and to be so designated as a Coroner by the Chief Judge of that particular State. Also, the Chief Judge of a State can appoint a fit person, who is a Legal Practitioner of five (5) years post- call experience to be a Coroner.

WHAT DOES A CORONER DO? 
A Coroner investigates sudden, violent, unexplained or unexpected deaths to identify the deceased and determine the cause and manner of death. 
The work of a Coroner includes:
i) To investigates the death of the deceased;
ii) Identify bodies and notify the family where necessary;
iii) Order autopsies or medical examinations;
iv) Collect evidence and Interview Witnesses;
v) Sign death certificates, example Certificate to Bury. 


WHERE DOES A CORONER SIT?
A Coroner sits alone (or with jury in some jurisdictions) in a specialized judicial proceeding known as Inquest, presiding from the Bench in a Coroner’s Court.
The Setting of the Court:
a. The Bench: the Coroner sits at the front of the Courtroom just the same way in the normal Courtroom setting in the Magistrate Court, High Court etc. 
b. Sit Alone (or with Jury where applicable): Coroners sit alone (or with Jury in some jurisdiction) to hear facts.
c. The Purpose: the purpose of sitting is to investigate the sudden, violent or unexplained deaths to determine who died, how the deceased died, when the deceased died and where the deceased died. But the Coroner does not assign criminal or civil blame.


WHAT DOES THE CORONER DO? 
Coroners investigate deaths that are unexpected, violent or occur in custody or care homes to determine the identity of the deceased, the cause of death and the circumstances in which the death occurred. 
This is codified in the Laws of various jurisdictions, the Coroner must investigate the sudden, violent, suspicious, or unnatural deaths. It is for the Coroner to identify the deceased, find the medical cause of death among others through the process called Inquest.
The main duties of the Coroner:
i) Investigate Deaths: the Coroner review the Reports sudden , unexplained or violent deaths.
ii) Order Post-Mortems: Coroner directs medical examinations or autopsies to find the true medical cause of death.
iii) Conduct Inquests: Coroners hold formal Fact-findings to establish the When the deceased died, where the deceased died, and how /manner the deceased died.
iv) Exhumation of Bodies: the Coroner can make an Order for the Exhumation (where necessary) if foul play is suspected after burial.
v) Make Recommendations: the Coroner recommends or suggests ways to protect public safety and prevent similar future deaths. 


WHO CAN REQUEST A CORONER’S INQUEST?
By Law, a Coroner’s Inquest is initiated and decided upon by the Coroner but requests as well as reports can be made by family members, interested persons or any member of the public who has interest in the deceased.
1. The Coroner: Coroner has the sole legal authority and duty to decide whether or not an Inquest is necessary based on the statutory obligations (such as violent, sudden, unnatural, unknown deaths, or deaths in State custody like Prison.
2. Family Members/Next of Kin: this Group is the properly known as “Interested Persons/Party” (such as the Spouses, Parents, Children, or Siblings) who can apply or write to request an Inquest if they believe that the circumstances require public clarification.
3. Members of the Public or Authorities: anyone can report a suspicious or unexplained death to a Coroner, prompting the Coroner to review the case and decide if an investigation or full Inquest is required.

CORONER’S INQUEST
It is a public fact-finding Court hearing to find out Who died, Where he died, When he died and How he died. It is not a Prosecution nor Defence and it does not decide criminal or civil guilt or liability.
Coroner’s Inquest is mainly to understand the surrounding facts of a sudden, unnatural, unexplained and violent death. Also, where a person dies while in the custody of any of the Law Enforcement Agency or certain Mental Health Facilities. As well as deaths that happen during or shortly after unexpected medical procedures.
The Coroner hears evidence from people who have information about the death, including Police Officers, Family Members, Doctors, other Experts and Eye-witnesses.
Coroners make Recommendations in his Verdict about matters connected with the death involving public health and safety matters or the administration of justice so as to prevent similar deaths in the future.


WHAT ROLE DOES A CORONER PLAY IN THE SOCIETY?
1. Deaths Prevention: Coroner makes recommendations in his Verdict in which he gives safety warnings so as to prevent similar tragic incidents or hazards from happening again.
2. Maintaining Justice: Coroner together with other Law Enforcement Agencies prevent crimes and exposes where there is foul play concerning deaths in custody.
3. Family Support: Coroner helps grieving relatives to understand the truth behind the sudden loss of their person and to provides official documentation required for final burial of the deceased.



WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CORONER SYSTEM AND TAX
As seen from our Introduction above, historically, the main relationship between the Coroner’s System and Tax dates back to the Medieval England, where the Coroner served as the Royal Official whose primary function was to raise revenue and collect death duties or fines for the King.

In the Modern time, the relationship between the Coroner System and Tax is only administrative and financial. The public funds collected through taxation is allocated by the State Government to finance the operations of the Coroner’s Office. While the salaries paid to Coroners as public office holders are subject to income tax and employment deductions.
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